
St Mary’s News 
“OneÊChurchÊWorshippingÊinÊDifferentÊways” 

Welcome to the St Mary’s Church family. We are a diverse Church community meeting in and for our village 

Advent Sunday 3rd  December 

8am BCP Holy Communion  

9:30am CW Holy Communion  

4pm Christingle 

  

Sunday 10th December 

8am BCP Holy Communion 

10:30am Community Carols @Village Hall 

6pm Wellspring Worship & Reflection  

  

Sunday 17th December 

8am BCP Holy Communion 

10am United service with Methodists @St Mary’s 

6pm Traditional Carol Service @St Mary’s  

Sunday 24th December 

8am BCP Holy Communion 

9:30am CW Holy Communion 

4pm Nativity Service—come dressed up! 

11pm Midnight Communion 

 

Christmas Day  

10am All-age Christmas Communion 

  

Sunday 31st December 

8am BCP Holy Communion 

10am Christmas Communion 

 

 

All morning services also available online: www.smlm.co.uk/livestream/ 

You can find more dates & events on the online Church Calendar: 

 https://www.smlm.co.uk/events/calendar/  

Prayers  

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, we pray for the strength and courage to share our love 
with those who need it most, helping to build Your kingdom here on earth. Amen.  

Christmas Services 
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Time to Pray 
For me, what heralds the start of Advent is when the Knitted Nativity be-
gins its annual journey from home to home around the village (with the 
occasional foray into Upton!) and there’s a renewed hope that more peo-
ple will connect with God’s amazing story again this year. I also hope 
there may be a few Christmas cards that remember the ‘reason for the 
season’ - I wonder how many cards you will receive that 
have Jesus on, or even just a scene from the Biblical Christ-
mas story?  

My prayer is that this Advent we can connect and invite more 
people to our variety of Christmas Services and/or to the creative instal-
lations on the theme of Christmas songs. Our wonderful church is an 
amazing place of Encounter - a place where we encounter one another 
and encounter God, through the blessing of the Holy Spirit’s presence. 
Do begin to pray about who you might invite this year, it may be an en-
counter that is transformational. Stephen 

Christmas Songs  - 15th & 16th December 10:30 - 4 
The ‘Festive Season’ is approaching…and 
our historic medieval church is being    
decorated for Christmas! The church will 
be open so you can see decorations, by 
our talented members of the congregation, 
and groups within the wider community. 
The theme is Christmas songs!  

Come and see if we have included your  
favourite! A warm welcome awaits, as well as hot drinks and a mince pie 
or two! Also have a look to see if we have any ‘stocking fillers’ that may 
just fit the bill. We look    forward to seeing you… 

Thanks to of you who have kindly shown great generosity of spirit and 
have donated, helped or...’wow’ provided a display. As  always the 
Fundraising Team is greatly appreciative. Happy celebrations!    Fund-
raising Team 
 

Come & Explore your SHAPE for God’s service in 2024 
Please join me for three informal meetings where together we will ex-
plore our unique God-given “SHAPE”, discover more about our gifts and 
strengths and how we can use these in His service. 

We will look at: 

God’s unique gifts to you  

What motivates and excites you; what you love to do 

Your talents, knowledge and skills 

Your character, personal qualities and strengths 

Your life experiences and what you’ve gained from them 

Following each session a personal reflection activity will enable you to 
consider these themes further. It all happens from 7.30pm-9.30pm on 
Mondays 15th Jan, 22nd Jan and 5th Feb, at the Rectory, get in touch with 
Stephen to find out more. Stephen 


