
Study following Sunday May 8th 2022 

Prepare: Think about how you would describe Jesus to someone that doesn’t know 
about him. 

Praise: Give thanks that there is always more for us to find out about Jesus. 

Passage: Read John 10.22-30 

Ponder: It is from John’s Gospel that we understand Jesus’ ministry to be about three 
years long, as John mentions three passover celebrations. In our passage today we hear 
about another festival, the ‘Festival of Dedication’. This is what is known as Hanukkah 
and links back to the rededication of the temple in 164BC after its desecration by the 
evil ruler Antiochus Epiphanes IV. John also locates this passage in the Winter time, 
which perhaps helps explain why Jesus is teaching in the Temple courts sheltered from 
the cold wind that would have blown around the temple mount. 
As the Jews question Jesus we might ponder what their motivation was - we know some 
did begin to follow Jesus in time, but it is suspected that their questions are to try to 
trap him into words that they can use to attack him. 
 - Can you think of other occasions when the leaders tried to trap Jesus? 
 - The Jews ask for Jesus to speak plainly, do you think his words are clear or not? 
Jesus points to his previous words, and to his works, as a witness to his identity, but he 
also knows that there are many who do not believe in him. He then uses the sheep/
shepherd analogy that he has already mentioned earlier in this chapter (see John 
10.1-18) 
 - We might well ask - how do we become his sheep?  
 It seems, from this passage, and earlier in Chapter 10, that being a sheep of Jesus 
begins with listening to his voice and seeking to follow him and trust him. Apparently 
the Jewish leaders could not make that step of belief and trust, they were too caught up 
in awaiting a Messiah who would be a Warrior King rather than a Shepherd King. The 
Festival of Dedication links to the warrior leaders of the Maccabean family as they led 
the Jews to a great victory against the Seleucid empire and their Greek oppression. 
 - This story is found in 1 & 2 Maccabees, books that are part of the ‘Apocrypha’, (a 
series of books that are accepted as part of the Bible by Catholics but not by 
Protestants.) 
 - Think about the difference between following a Warrior King and a Shepherd King. 
 Jesus continues to explain that his sheep will receive eternal life and be protected 
from the evil one who comes to try to ‘snatch’ them away from God’s hand. Finally Jesus 
makes a statement that we might see echoes that of John’s prologue.  
Here Jesus says ‘I and the Father are one’, back in Chapter one of John’s Gospel we read 
‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.’ 
John has declared, and Jesus has reiterated, that he and God are one. This ‘oneness’ 
with some sort of distinction became a key theological battleground for the early church 
as they tried to understand how to put it into 'plain language’ that Jesus is God but also 
distinctive from God the Father. The eventual phrase that we use in the Nicene Creed is 
‘of one being with the Father.’ 
 - You might read through the section of the Nicene Creed that focusses on Jesus. 

Pray: We continue to pray for the situation in Ukraine and especially for the Christians 
seeking to bring peace to the region. This month we also recognise the suffering being 
endured in Afghanistan as the hidden conflict there affects the lives of so many, we pray 
for God to bring peace and relief to these people too. 

S.Partridge 2022 with reference to ESV Study Bible (2011) 


