
Study following Sunday May 15th 2022 

Prepare: Think about commands you have been given. 

Praise: Give thanks for God’s love - shown in Christ’s ministry and shone into our 
hearts. 

Passage: Read John 13.31-35 

Ponder: Our passage takes place on the first Maundy Thursday, Jesus has washed his 
disciples’ feet and explained that someone will betray him. Then Judas leaves and Jesus 
continues to prepare his disciples for his imminent departure. He speaks of glorification 
and then of them as his ‘little children’, a word that appears many times in the pastoral 
letter of John (1 John 2.1, 12, 28; 3.18, 4.4, 5.21). 
 - What does this term ‘little children’ convey to you - when used by Jesus? 

They cannot follow where he is going (verse 33) and so he gives them a command to 
sustain them in his absence. He calls the command ‘new’ but we can read the call to 
love our neighbour in Leviticus 19.18. What is new is the motivation behind this love, it 
is not just to please God or fulfil a Spiritual commitment, it is as a response to love they 
have received from Jesus - a love shown in the washing of their feet. This love for the 
disciples and all followers of Jesus is then shown supremely through Jesus death on the 
cross.  
To love as Jesus loves is an incredible love and something we can never truly emulate. 
So it is helpful then to focus on the Power behind this love - our God of steadfast love 
and faithfulness. When we know the power of God’s love we will know Christ’s love in 
our hearts. With Christ’s love filling our hearts we are able to let his love-light shine 
through us, and so everyone will know we are his followers. Here is a reminder that it is 
Christ’s love that we share, not our own, his love is a love that focusses totally on the 
other person, just as we see Jesus doing time and again. 
 So Jesus prepares his disciples to continue following the ‘way’, with a love between 
them that will mark them out from the wider world. How sad that Christians have fought 
against one another, and are still fighting - showing the opposite of love, and confusing 
those watching.  
 - I encourage you to pray for this command to be a renewed focus for Christian 
communities across the world today - that they may know the centrality of Christ’s love 
for us, that is the impetus behind all other love. That we would be motivated and 
empowered to love others as he first loved us. 

Pray: We continue to pray for the situation in Ukraine and especially for the Christians 
seeking to bring peace to the region. This month we also recognise the suffering being 
endured in Afghanistan as the hidden conflict there affects the lives of so many, we pray 
for God to bring peace and relief to these people too. 
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