
Study following Sunday May 1st 2022 

Prepare: Think about a mistake you have made and how things were rectified. 

Praise: Give thanks that the Christian message is based around Jesus enabling a 
process of repentance, forgiveness, release and freedom. 

Passage: Read John 21.1-19 

Ponder: John’s Gospel ends with a chapter that some think may have been added later, 
but in many ways it functions as an epilogue to the whole book, mirroring John’s poetic 
and inspired prologue from chapter 1. It is good to remember that the Gospels in the 
current form were only brought together a number of decades after the events they 
describe. Our hope is that both the initial writers and the subsequent compilers were all 
inspired by the Holy Spirit to keep what we received true and accurate. 
 - Think about how different people might record a particular event from different 
viewpoints and with emphasis on different words and actions. 
 Our passage moves through two main sections, first, in verses 1-14, Jesus 
appears to his disciples a third time in this Gospel since his resurrection. The action 
begins at night and then as the day dawns, and the darkness becomes light, a man 
appears on the shore. The man gives them advice about where to fish, and we might 
assume this advice would be ignored by these experienced fishermen who are frustrated 
by the lack of catch. However, something in this man’s voice compels them to obey him. 
When the nets bulge the penny drops and Peter is first to swim back to see Jesus.  
 - Why do you think the disciples are back fishing? Elsewhere they are told to stay in the 
city to await the power (Luke 24.49), but they are also told to go to Galilee where they 
will see Jesus (Matthew 28.10). Perhaps they are hiding away, or maybe they need to 
provide food and revenue for their families, perhaps both are true. 
 At the last supper Jesus served the disciples by washing their feet, now he invites 
them to ‘Come and have breakfast’ and he serves them again. Jesus continues to set 
them, and us, an example to follow, that of service and care. 
 The second section of our passage involves a conversation between Peter and 
Jesus, sometimes it is assumed they move away from the rest of the group, but there is 
nothing in the text to suggest this. Indeed, when Jesus says ‘Do you love me more than 
these?’ the context would be right to have ‘these’ being the other disciples around. This 
might make for an uncomfortable conversation for Peter, but it is a process of 
redemption, allowing him to declare his love for Jesus to counteract his dismal denial 
just a few weeks before, beside another fire during Jesus’ trial. 
 - Think about who needed this encounter the most? 
  * Jesus, to hear Peter’s reaffirmation of love and forgive him his past failure,  
  * Peter to be allowed to reaffirm his love for Jesus and begin to forgive himself   
  * The disciples to know Peter is forgiven and given a mission 
Finally Jesus, in his renewed call to Peter, highlights the persecution that is waiting for 
him as he seeks to care for Jesus’ flock, this was not fulfilled until Peter’s apparent death 
30 years later. Here is a reminder of the potential cost of discipleship, but notice that it 
is all to ‘Glorify God’ (verse 19) as was Jesus’ death. Finally Peter, and the disciples, 
hear a call that echoes back to the start of their journey with Jesus - ‘Follow me’ 

Pray: We continue to pray for the situation in Ukraine and especially for the Christian’s 
seeking to bring peace to the region. This week we also recognise the suffering being 
endured in Afghanistan as the hidden conflict there affects the lives of so many, we pray 
for God to bring peace and relief to these people too. 
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