
Study following Sunday April 3rd 2022 

Prepare: Think about an extravagant gift you have given to someone else 

Praise: Give thanks that, in Jesus Christ, God has given the ultimate gift to connect us 
back to himself. 

Passage: Read John 12. 1-8 

Ponder: There is quite a puzzle surrounding Jesus’ anointing with expensive perfume. 
Each of the Gospels has an account of a woman pouring perfume on Jesus: Matthew 
26.6-13, Mark 14.3-9 and John 12.1-8 all provide similar details of time and place, but 
Luke 7.36-50 stands out at a different place and time. Luke’s account also has Jesus 
make a very different point of teaching - about response to forgiveness rather than 
comparison of extravagant worship compared to concern for the poor. 
 - read through the different accounts and note differences and similarities. 
 Despite the distinct possibility of at least two incidences being recorded across the 
Gospels the details have often been conflated into one. As Ian Paul points out: 

‘noting the one connection of the wiping of Jesus’ feet with the woman’s hair in 
both John’s and Luke’s stories, it has been assumed that the Mary of Bethany is 
the same as Mary Magdalene and that she is also the sinful woman’ 

Looking at our passage it is important to note that this is the dinner that follows on from 
Jesus’ raising of Lazarus in the previous section, and the recognition people are being 
stirred up even more so by Jesus’ ministry. John gives us a time of six days before the 
Passover which places this dinner on the eve of what we call Palm Sunday.  
Although Lazarus, Mary and Martha are present at the dinner, it is clear that they are 
not the hosts but just guests from the local village. Martha is noted assisting with the 
serving. What happens next has been depicted in art and poetry for centuries as Mary 
pours expensive perfume onto Jesus’ feet, in an extravagant act of worship and honour.  
 - Think of a time when you have seen someone else offer extravagant worship, how did 
it make you feel? 
Mary must have known the comments that would be passed, and the judgement that 
would happen in the minds of those around the meal. Mary stands up and stands out 
from the crowd, seemingly with only eyes on Jesus. Her confidence stems from what 
she's learnt from him and the wonders she’s seen him do. But I think this passage tells 
us something deeper of the way that Jesus values each person made in God's image, 
and how that then transforms them as they recognise they are seen and loved by God.  
- How do you understand Mary’s motivation to make such a public display of gratitude? 
The end of our passage shows the darkness in Judas’ heart and then a reminder that 
compassion for the poor and worship of our Lord and Saviour go hand in hand, both 
enriching the other. Lent is a good time to evaluate our motives and attitudes towards 
Jesus and his teaching, and towards those who are suffering and struggling, both locally 
and further afield. 
 - How might we re-focus our time, talents and treasure to show compassion to others? 

Pray: Among our prayers we continue to focus on Eastern Europe at this time - among 
many charities involved in the region TEARfund suggests there are five areas we can 
focus our prayers on: for people affected by the violence; for those in leadership 
positions; for God’s power and love to be revealed through the church; for the wider 
global impact; and for peace.  
see: https://www.tearfund.org/stories/2022/03/how-to-pray-for-ukraine 

S.Partridge 2022 with reference to Ian Paul’s Blog post ‘Psephizo’ (2022) 



Study following Sunday April 10th 2022 

Prepare: Think about a parade you’ve been part of - was it celebrating something? or 
protesting about something? 

Praise: Give thanks that celebration is a key part of following Jesus. 

Passage: Read Luke 19-28-40 

Ponder: Luke started his Gospel in Jerusalem, with Zechariah at the temple. Now, as it 
come to a climax, Jesus closes in on Jerusalem once again.  
 - What do you know about Jerusalem today? Perhaps you could find out a bit more. 
The name Jerusalem literally means ‘foundation of peace’, it is the central place of God’s 
covenant with Israel, the location of the great temple which is now remembered at what 
remains of Herod’s rebuilt temple at the Western Wall.  
 Jesus visits his friends at Bethany and Bethphage, and then sends two unnamed 
disciples to the village ahead to get an unridden colt. We don’t know if this was 
prearranged or Jesus’ foreknowledge but it links to a messianic prophecy in Zechariah 9 
verse 9. The disciples are to answer ‘The Lord needs it’ if anyone challenges them. Sure 
enough, they are challenged by the owners of the colt, they respond ‘The Lord needs it’ 
and are allowed to continue.  
 The Greek word for ‘owner’ is the same as that of ‘Lord’ - ‘Kyrios’ (from which we 
get the phrase ‘kyrie eleison’ - ‘Lord have mercy’). So the owners or kyrioi are told that 
the Lord/kyrios needs the colt. 
I find in this a reminder that we are the owners/Lords/kyrioi of many things in our own 
life, resources, gifts, skills, experiences, relationships. Sometimes the Lord, of Heaven 
and earth, will come and ask us to release something because he needs it. It may be we 
don’t have to give it away but just use it for God’s glory.  It may be that we get 
whatever it is back later on, just as the colt owners may have done, but it may be that 
we don’t. The Lord asks us not to hold on too tightly to whatever it is. 
 - What might the Lord be asking us to release our grip on today? 
Jesus’ approach to Jerusalem is like the parade of a King. Travelling down the Mount of 
Olives would have given the pilgrims a great view of Jerusalem and the temple ahead. 
But this is a Kingly parade with two crucial differences. Firstly Jesus is on a donkey not a 
horse, a declaration of  peaceful arrival and a steed that will not lift him much higher 
than the heads of the crowds - here is a man among his people. Secondly there is no 
welcome committee waiting, those cheering are the pilgrims he walks with. Luke 
represents the people of Jerusalem by the Pharisees who are annoyed that people are 
proclaiming Jesus as a successor to King David. Here is a picture of Jesus comforting the 
troubled - the downtrodden pilgrims - and troubling the comfortable - the religious elite 
who have retained their power even though the land is occupied by the Romans. 
 - This Holy week it may be helpful to recognise how Jesus might want to bring you 
comfort, and those you know, but also how he might want to trouble you in a way that 
leads to action and compassion. 

Pray: Among our prayers we continue to focus on Eastern Europe at this time - among 
many charities involved in the region TEARfund suggests there are five areas we can 
focus our prayers on: for people affected by the violence; for those in leadership 
positions; for God’s power and love to be revealed through the church; for the wider 
global impact; and for peace.  
see: https://www.tearfund.org/stories/2022/03/how-to-pray-for-ukraine 

S.Partridge 2022 with reference to ESV Study Bible (2011) 


