
Study following Sunday October 3rd 2021  

Prepare: Think about a memorable moment at a wedding you have attended. 

Praise: Spend time thanking God for his mercy, compassion and love for us. 

Passage: Read Mark 10.2-15 

Ponder: Today’s reading brings together Jesus’ teaching on marriage and then moves 
on to focus on children. Jesus is travelling closer to Jerusalem but still some way off and 
yet the Pharisees still find him. As the Pharisees come to test him we might be reminded 
of the times when we are asked questions to test us, it can be hard to discern if a 
person’s question is purely innocent or contains a hidden agenda. 
 - Think about when you have been especially careful answering someone because of a 
concern about a hidden, or not-so-hidden, agenda. 
The Pharisees often try to paint Jesus as anti-Law, the Law of which they are the 
teachers and judges of. This test is more of the same - they ask an ‘innocent’ question 
but Jesus sees right through them and draws them back to Moses. In fact Jesus answers 
their question with a question of his own - he encourages them to find out the answer to 
their own question. But then he adds his own comment on this Law of Moses, and rather 
than being anti-Law, he actually firms up the law going right back to Creation and the 
first chapters of Genesis: 
 - See Genesis 1.27, 5.2, 2.24 alongside Mark 10.6-8. 
It seems that the Pharisees were stunned as no more conversation is recorded. 
 Back in a house, with the disciples, Jesus teaches further and explains that anyone 
who divorces their marriage partner and remarries is committing adultery. Notice that 
Jesus introduces this as being an equal principle for men and women alike, but it does 
seem very harsh to our modern ears. In the parallel passage in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus 
says unfaithfulness is a reason for divorce, and the Message paraphrase of our passage 
today puts Jesus’ words like this ‘A man who divorces his wife so he can marry someone 
else commits adultery against her. And a woman who divorces her husband so she can 
marry someone else commits adultery.’ Here the emphasis is on divorcing one partner to 
move on to another, but that emphasis doesn’t come through in most translations.  
I think we need to recognise that Jesus is outlining an ideal, as indeed he does 
throughout his life - setting the perfect example of prayer, fasting, resisting temptation, 
worship, listening, service and supremely his unconditional love. This perfect principle of 
marriage without adultery stands against what we know of our broken world, there are 
situations where we would never encourage a marriage partner to stay and suffer abuse 
or torment. There are also toxic relationships that can be damaging to those in them 
and any close family with them. We have to remember that we all fall short of God’s 
ideal one way or another, by thought, word or deed, what we have done or left undone, 
on purpose or otherwise. We are constantly encouraged to fall on God’s mercy and 
grace, which allows us to grow and learn from our mistakes. Living beyond our mistakes 
with the consequences of them does not always make life easy but the key is looking 
forward in a renewed relationship with God that we can pray will overspill into our other 
relationships. 
The close of the passage shows Jesus welcoming children to him, a wonderful picture of 
God’s kingdom being for those without a voice or any power. It is a picture of God’s open 
welcoming arms that are always open to us no matter what we’ve been through. 

Pray: Pray for all who are struggling in their marriages today, perhaps under strain due 
to illness, job loss, financial insecurity, or wider family pressures. 
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