
Study following Sunday October 17th 2021  

Prepare: Spend time thinking about times when we have misunderstood someone, and 
the consequences of that, they may be tragic or amusing. 

Praise: Spend time giving thanks that Jesus came to help us understand the Kingdom 
of God more fully. 

Passage: Read Mark 10.35-45 

Ponder: At the beginning of our passage we get the sense that James and John are so 
familiar with Jesus being around that they are ready to ask for anything. Their request 
comes after last week's passage (Mark 10.17-30) which ended with the explanation that 
the first shall be last and the last shall be first. But first Jesus reminds them of his 
suffering and death, but it seems the ‘Sons of Thunder’ just don’t understand.  
 - What strikes you most about the brothers’ request in verses 35 and 37? 
It appears they are envisaging Jesus becoming a hoped for political Messiah - one who 
conquers the oppressors and rules from David’s throne. They are quick to grab the best 
seats in the house before the promised showdown in Jerusalem takes place.  
Jesus speaks of the cup he will drink and this links to descriptions of God’s ‘cup of wrath’ 
in the Old Testament to more fully understand the suffering he is talking about. 
 - see Isaiah 51.17, 22, Jeremiah 25.15 and reflect on what it meant for God’s own son 
to drink this ‘cup of wrath’ on behalf of the world. 
The ESV comments that “the disciples’ suffering will be for their own purification and for 
God’s glory” (1 Peter 4.13). 
The word ‘baptism' means to be submerged or flooded and links to ships being swamped 
and shipwrecked. In this fuller meaning we see that the ‘baptism’ Jesus refers to will be 
akin to that described in Jonah - see Jonah 2 verse 3, and Psalm 88 verse 7. It will be 
the suffering and death that he has referred to in verse 34, where he also explains that 
he will, like Jonah, rise in 3 days. Then the ten other disciples appear on the scene and 
are not happy, not because James and John have missed the point, but because they 
may have missed out on places at the top table. 
So Jesus gathers them all together to teach them further about his Kingdom. The 
message echoes that which he has given before - to be great you need to be a servant - 
something he will demonstrate on Maundy Thursday when he kneels and washes their 
feet (John 13:1–17). Following this message he explains, with himself in the third 
person, that ‘the Son of Man will give his life as a ransom’ - and here we are drawn to 
Isaiah’s description on the suffering servant who will bear our iniquities. 
 - See Isaiah 53.10-12, what phrases/words from Isaiah’s prophecy stand out for you? 
Perhaps read it in a different translation, such as the New Living Translation or the 
Message Paraphrase (if you don’t have these to hand you can read them for free on 
BibleGateway.com ) 
We have moved from the beginning of our passage, where James and John picture Jesus 
sat on a Kingly throne, to the end where this King is a servant to all hanging on a cross. 
The values of the world have been turned upside-down, success and power are not to be 
grasped, the key characteristic is the ‘utter neglect of self-interest’, I wonder what that 
might look like for us? Jesus made a sacrifice once for all people, in all places and 
throughout all time, now it is our turn to respond to that self-giving in whatever way we 
may choose. 

Pray: Pray that we would understand Jesus’ message of servanthood and that we might 
begin to grasp how we can better serve with our time, our talents and our treasure. 
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