
Study following Sunday June 6th 2021  

Prepare: Think about how your family members view your faith. 

Praise: Spend time thanking God that we are his children and an important part of his 
family. 

Passage: Read Mark 3.20-35 

Ponder: At this point in Mark’s Gospel Jesus had just spent time on the mountain and 
appointed his 12 apostles (see Mark 3.13-19). Coming down from the mountain the 
crowd discovered him again and appear to be gathering to receive healing and teaching. 
 - Think of a time when you have had a ‘mountaintop’ experience, only to come crashing 
back down to reality soon after.  
It was clear that even Jesus experienced these highs and lows. It seems that Jesus had 
to contend with opposition from his own family as well as the critical religious leaders. 
But it is the religious leaders, the scribes or teachers of the law, for whom Jesus 
reserves the harshest critique. These ‘teachers’ have come all the way to Galilee from 
Jerusalem to assess him, and their verdict is that he is possessed by the devil. We may 
well marvel at how wrong they are, but perhaps the aggressive judgement stems from 
their apparent lack of power and understanding of what was going on. Jesus uses a 
parable about a strong man and a house to explain that though the devil was a defeated 
foe, he was not yet a powerless one (English, 1992). 
I wonder what you make of the phrase in verse 29 - that to blaspheme against, or say 
evil things about, the Holy Spirit is the unforgivable sin?  
English points to a number of things that are not unforgivable, perhaps some of these 
resonate with you? 
- Asking questions - it is through questions that we learn, and through the questions of 
the disciples that we hear great explanations from the lips of Jesus. 
- Having doubts - doubt and faith can co-exist as we ask questions about experiences. 
- Not understanding - we see many, including the disciples themselves, who don’t 
understand Jesus (see Mark 4.10-12) 
- Unknowingly blaspheming - it is clear that the teachers do not do anything without 
giving it plenty of thought. 
The sin that Jesus identifies is that they have not just ignored his grace-filled, God-
connected ministry but that they have attributed it to the devil. This is a position they 
have thought through and are entrenched in. Where Jesus’ followers see the Spirit 
working, these informed and educated scribes see Satan. They can receive no 
forgiveness because their attitude is incapable of seeking it. 
The final section of our passage must have been painful for all involved as Jesus family 
seek to take him away by force. The thronging crowd who have kept Jesus from his 
dinner (verse 20) are now the same crowd who protect Jesus from being taken away 
(verse 32). How hard it must have been for Jesus seeing his mother, brothers and 
sisters not understanding his ministry and mission.  
- How does this fit with your impression of Mary, Jesus’ mother, from the Christmas 

story? 
- Can you understand that the marvels surrounding his birth more than thirty years 

previously are now superseded by a mother’s concerns for her eldest son? 

Pray: Pray for all who are persecuted by their families for following Jesus, that they 
might find the support they need to be a faithful witness to those around them. 

Stephen Partridge 2021 with reference to ideas from ‘The Message of Mark’ English(1992).



Study following Sunday June 13th 2021  

Prepare: Think about the growth you can see in your garden or surrounding area. Think 
also about the way that, when the time is right and the conditions allow, growth 
happens. 

Praise: Spend time thanking God for the abundance of nature. 

Passage: Read Mark 4.26-34 

Ponder: Many of Jesus’ parables are so simple, yet they contain such rich truths. We 
get the impression that Jesus used features around him to illustrate his sermons and 
scenes from agriculture, such as a planted seed, remain a potent image today. This first 
parable follows from the parable of the sower/soil at the beginning of chapter 4. 
 - Do you find these word pictures helpful to understand more fully the Kingdom? 
From verses 26 to 29, Jesus encourages us to recognise that a seed grows ‘all by itself’, 
although it needs the right conditions (as seen in the previous passage) the growth 
happens unseen. There is a hidden energy to this scattered seed that parallels with the 
hidden energy of the Gospel when it is preached and enacted. The parable seems to 
encourage us that, although we play our part in providing for the seed, planting, 
watering and caring for it, there is always a hidden aspect that we will be unaware of. 
So it is when we share God’s love and God’s word, we play our part and God plays his 
but we may not see harvest for a long time, or it may be that others will reap what we 
have sown. 
 - Have you ever seen Gospel fruit from a seed of encouragement sown in the past? 
 - Can you think of kingdom seeds you’ve planted and nurtured but have not yet come 
to fruition? It may be appropriate to pray about these, asking God to reassure you. 
 The second parable in our passage, from verse 30 to 32, concerns the mustard 
seed. The mustard seed is tiny and grows into a great plant or shrub. Here Jesus’ point 
seems to be that from small beginnings something may grow which is much more 
encompassing. We think the Gospel message which started quietly but grew and grew. 
There is a parable in the book of Ezekiel that seems to run along similar lines: 
 - See Ezekiel 17.22-24 
The mustard seed has become a symbol for starting small and it reminds us that every 
Church and organisation had a start point, probably a person or group of people who 
chose to plant a Gospel seed and trusted God to bring growth. 
 - See parallel mustard seed passages in Matthew 13:31–32 and Luke 13:18–19. 
 Finally, Mark explains that the parables were for the crowds, and the explanations 
were often just for the disciples. We can be grateful that we are let into the inner 
discussions of the disciples with Jesus as we read these accounts. However puzzling 
some of them might be, parables were certainly memorable and also began to lead the 
people into thinking in new ways about God’s kingdom. These new ways would help 
them piece together what Jesus came to explain and to enact, and ultimately lead them 
to him. But it is suggested that the parables were never fully understandable until Jesus 
had died on the cross, rose and ascended. 
 - How might we understand a shady branch (verse 32) or an ear of corn (verse 28) in 
the light of what Jesus achieved? 

Pray: Pray for those seeds you’ve planted, that God would bring growth, growth that 
you might see and be encouraged by. Pray too for those across the globe who are 
seeking to plant the seeds of the Gospel into very different ‘soils’ 

Stephen Partridge 2021 with reference to ideas from ‘The Message of Mark’ English(1992).



Study following Sunday June 20th 2021  

Prepare: Think about uncontrollable natural events, sometimes known as ‘Acts of God’. 

Praise: Spend time thanking God for his compassion to us. 

Passage: Read Mark 4.35-41 

Ponder: Mark follows Jesus’ parables of seeds and hidden growth with a powerful 
nature miracle. So far, in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus has healed many people but this miracle 
is of a very different order. 
 - How do you see the difference between healing and storm-calming miracles? 
There are lots of eyewitness details in this account - the time of day (verse 35), the 
presence of other boats (verse 36) and the details about where Jesus is resting his head 
in verse 38. Notice that it is Jesus’ idea to take a ride. There is already a sense that 
Jesus does not want to openly identify himself to the crowds but it seems this is an 
opportunity for Jesus to reveal something  more of himself to his disciples. 
 - How would you feel about being in a boat within the conditions described in verse 37? 
The description of the storm in verse 37 sounds worrying but we might think that at 
least four of the disciples are seasoned fishermen and should be aware of the dangers. 
English points out that it is often experts who know when it is time to panic and 
amateurs who are not as aware of the seriousness of the situation.  
As the disciples wake Jesus up there is a sense of concern but also an accusation that 
Jesus ‘doesn’t care’ about them. 
 - Have you ever found yourself in a difficult situation and had a sense that God is 
somewhat distant and ‘doesn’t care’ what you are going through? 
 - See Psalm 13 verses 1-2 for another plea to God - ‘How long O Lord?’ 
We can be encouraged that even those who were walking with Jesus still struggled to 
trust that his presence was enough, they needed an action to reassure them. Beyond 
the amazing nature miracle is an examination of the disciples’ fledging faith. Having 
woken Jesus up, they watch as he ’rebukes’ the wind, something he does to evil spirits, 
and the storm calms down completely straightaway. The sea has always been a symbol 
of chaos and evil for Israel, and so it was fitting that Jesus chided the wind into 
submission. There are echoes here of other storms that arise around God’s people such 
as that which finds Jonah running away, or that which helps the Israelites cross the sea 
of reeds (Red sea). Of course modern science struggles to understand this aspect of the 
story, how Jesus can truly command the storm. Some suggest that what we are seeing 
is a combination of physical and spiritual reality that we cannot fully comprehend.  
 - How might you explain this incredible event? 
But others recognise that if Jesus is the Son of God, fully Divine as well as fully Human, 
then miracles will be well within his capabilities. Not that he is always walking around 
displaying his powers, that was something Satan had tempted him to do. But what Jesus 
appears to do is respond with compassion to those people and situations around him. He 
heals those who are brought to him, he multiplies the boy’s packed lunch to feed the 
desperate crowd, he frees people from the captivity of disability or evil spirit possession.  
After rebuking the storm, Jesus turns to rebuke the disciples, and they are left in awe at 
his power and authority. They are on a journey of faith, just as we are, but that will not 
be able to come to fruition until Jesus arises again. Once Jesus rises from a tomb, rather 
than a pillow, everything changes and earlier events come into proper focus. 

Pray: Pray for all who feel in the midst of a storm, whether physical, emotional, spiritual 
or mental. Pray too for those whose scientific background proves a blockage to faith. 

Stephen Partridge 2021 with reference to ideas from ‘The Message of Mark’ English(1992).



Study following Sunday June 27th 2021  

Prepare: Think about something that you are fearful of. 

Praise: Spend time thanking God for his calming presence and that we can often sense 
his presence more when we worried or afraid. 

Passage: Read Mark 5.21-43 

Ponder: This passage is one of Mark’s characteristic ‘sandwich’ passages, as he places 
one story in the middle of the beginning and ending of another. The thought is that they 
add flavour to one another and heighten the message conveyed. As we look at verse 21 
we note that Jesus is again by the lake, this time travelling to the Galilee side where his 
popularity has constantly grown.  
- Can you imagine hearing that someone like Jesus is in the neighbourhood and how this 
might be communicated around your community so that many flock to see him? 
The first character that appears alongside Jesus is Jairus, we may imagine he 
approaches with some trepidation as Jesus has already had some run-ins with the 
scribes, pharisees and other representatives of the Jewish faith. But Jarius does not 
come to argue with Jesus, he comes to fall at Jesus’ feet. It is clear that the fear for his 
daughter’s health overrides his fear of losing face by pleading with Jesus. He shows an 
understanding that the touch of Jesus will bring healing to his daughter. 
It seems no sooner than they set off that, with the crowd pressing all around, Jesus 
stops to find out about the power that has left him. Like Jairus, the woman has heard 
about Jesus’ healing powers and must have trusted that just a touch of his cloak would 
be enough. For a similar idea of passing the healing through clothing see Acts 19.12. 
The woman is in a dire situation, she has no money and is suffering an illness that 
means she is deemed unclean and therefore unable to worship or interact with others. 
She too casts aside her fear of shame and ridicule and approaches Jesus undercover of 
the crowd. At this point we might spare a thought for poor Jairus who must have been 
itching to get moving again. But Jesus has sensed something and turns the spotlight 
onto the woman, who has to reveal all. Her fear must have risen but her faith rose 
further and as she confesses before the crowd we see her receive power and peace.  
 - How do you understand the relationship between fear and faith in the light of these 
stories? 
Finally they turn to continue the journey only to hear that the girl has died, what a 
moment of tension and drama. Again we might put ourselves in the place of the crowd, 
or of the woman, or even Jairus to imagine what feelings and thoughts are present. But 
the story is not over and Jesus encourages Jarius with the words ‘Do not fear, only 
believe’, in fact the words actually mean ‘keep on believing’. The sense is ‘Don’t go on 
fearing the worst, but do keep on believing for the best’ (English, 1992). The message, 
as it was in the storm engulfed boat last week, is to have faith and not let fear take 
over. Now Jesus leaves behind the rest of the crowd, and most of the disciples too, to 
take just his inner circle along with him. Jesus dismisses the wailing crowd by claiming 
that the girl is just sleeping. We then get a loverly eyewitness detail as Mark records the 
Aramaic words ‘Talitha cum’ as Jesus heals the girl. She is completely healed but Jesus 
encourages those around to keep quiet - this is a common theme in Mark’s Gospel - that 
Jesus wants his identity as messiah to be a secret until a particulate time. 
 - Would you have been able to keep quiet about this amazing event? 

Pray: Pray for those who are suffering, like the woman or Jairus and his daughter. Pray 
against the presence of fear in all of us and for a growing measure of faith. 

Stephen Partridge 2021 with reference to ideas from ‘The Message of Mark’ English(1992).


