
Study following Sunday July 4th 2021  

Prepare: Think about the circles of family, friends and colleagues we are part of. 

Praise: Spend time thanking God for the purpose he puts in our lives to share God’s 
blessing with others. 

Passage: Read Mark 6.1-13 

Ponder: So Jesus finally returns to Nazareth, perhaps for the last time. But he certainly 
receives a cool reception. He is invited to teach on the Sabbath, as presumably the 
village have heard about his exploits elsewhere. Mark tells us that the villagers were 
amazed, astonished and even overwhelmed by his teaching. But it is also clear that they 
didn’t see anything in him that indicated his divine connection.  
 - How might you react to someone that teaches with authority and can perform 
amazing miracles? 
Like the scribes and pharisees in Mark 11.28 the people are puzzled about how Jesus is 
displaying such wisdom and deeds of power, is it from heaven or from man? The 
questions asked become increasingly sceptical and end with an obvious annoyance. It 
seems that Jesus is able to hide his divinity from them just as he hoped (see Mark 
3.12). The phrase concerning a prophet in this home town is interesting to consider 
when looking at how Christians might be perceived by those who know them well. 
- What difficulties can a new Christian face from family and close friends? 
Perhaps our family and close friends know us too well to really hear what we are saying, 
just as Jesus’ family struggled to understand who he was - see Mark 3.31-35. Although 
it seems the atmosphere of unbelief prevents a large scale healing ministry, Mark can’t 
resist recording that Jesus did manage to heal a few people, showing his compassion 
amidst opposition. 
 In the next part of our passage Jesus teaches from village to village and then 
sends the twelve out. These are the same twelve who struggled to understand what 
they experienced during the storm on the lake. Yet Jesus has trained them and he trusts 
them with authority and a mission that will enable them to continue to grow in faith. The 
instructions they receive echo the instructions to those in the Exodus (see Exodus 
12.11). The Exodus was a movement from slavery to freedom and so the disciples are 
preaching and enacting a release of those enslaved by illness or demons into a new life 
of freedom. It seems there is an urgency to the disciples’ mission like that of the 
Israelites in Exodus as Jesus sends them out with minimum resources.  
 - Consider why they are sent out in pairs and what this might mean for us today. 
 - Consider too, what they took and didn’t take with them. 
We are advised not see this as a literal instruction for all disciples to go out in sandals 
without a bag or money. Rather, this is specific guidance for those in a context where 
hospitality was a matter of course and the communities were used to receiving visiting 
speakers from time to time. The disciples appearance would be like that of wandering 
philosophers, but their message was very different. The philosophers proclaimed that 
the world was in a mess, but the disciples’ message was one of joy, hope and love to be 
found by trusting in God. Jesus recognises that not everyone will receive or welcome his 
followers and so the focus is on retaining soft, open hearts but not getting diverted. 
- How might this principle be applied to our time? 

Pray: Pray for all who are hearing the message of Jesus but struggling to recognise it as 
a call from God. Pray for those around us who may not know God’s good news, that they 
may be stirred to ask questions that open up opportunity for conversation about God. 
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