
Study following Sunday July 25th 2021  

Prepare: Think about a particularly special meal that you’ve had, what do you 
remember most about it, and what made it so special. 

Praise: Spend time thanking God for times of gathering with others, something we 
have had to pause in the recent pandemic era but will hopefully be possible again soon. 

Passage: Read John 6.1-21 

Ponder: At the start of our passage we might notice a small, seemingly insignificant 
detail - verse 4 says the Passover was near. This is the second of John’s references to 
the Passover, the first is in John 2.13, and the third and final reference is the week 
leading up to Good Friday. From these three references we may see John seeking to 
show us that Jesus’ presence is to bring about a spiritual passover that will be more 
significant than the original passover back at the beginning of the Exodus. 
The people have followed Jesus because of the signs (verse 2) and now Jesus shows 
them another one. The feeding of the 5000 men, along with the women and children 
who were there, is the only miraculous sign that appears in all four Gospels before the 
cross and resurrection. Jesus’ first question begins to get the disciples thinking about 
the incredible and the impossible, Phillip and Andrew don’t seem to know how this is 
going to happen. Then they bring to Jesus what they have - the boy with the loaves and 
fishes - and from this small start Jesus enables something amazing.  
The centre of the passage shows Jesus following a fourfold pattern that has been passed 
down to our own Communion celebration (Verse 11). 

• First Jesus takes the loaves - he sets them apart to be used for something special 
• Secondly Jesus gives thanks for the loaves, proclaiming God’s blessing on them 
• Thirdly we learn from the other accounts, and can see it would be necessary, that he 

would then break the loaves apart. 
• Ready for the fourth and final act of distribution as he shares the food. 

These create a helpful pattern that we may apply to ourselves in that we may: 
• Take our resources, skills, time and offer them to God. 
• Give thanks for them as a blessing to us and others. 
• Break our hold on them, or their hold on us 
• Share them as we are led by God’s Holy Spirit. 

After the meal is over Jesus encourages a picking up of all the leftovers, this was a 
Jewish custom. This concern for waste also encourages us to look carefully at our world 
today and to avoid wastage within our food production, as well as conserving other 
natural resources for future generations. 
In verse 14 the crowd begin to jump to conclusions that mean Jesus withdraws from 
them (verse 15). Wright points out that we too can sometimes be guilty of trying to 
‘seize’ Jesus and to make him fit into our boxes instead of letting him have his say. 
Next we read John’s account of Jesus walking on water (verses 19-20) and we are 
drawn back to the Passover/Exodus narrative. 
 - See Exodus 14.10-18 for another water crossing enabled by God. 
Perhaps we have what feels like a storm or impassable sea around us, read Jesus’ words 
in verse 20 and hold them in your heart to bring encouragement and peace. 

Pray: Pray for those affected by the wastage of food resources and by changes in the 
climate. Pray for all of us with resources to spare, that we might find a way to take, 
bless, break and share them. 
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