
Study following Sunday July 11th 2021  

Prepare: Think about those who seek to communicate truths to powerful people and 
organisations. 

Praise: Spend time thanking God for the mercy and grace he shows to us despite our 
human failings and mistakes. 

Passage: Read Mark 6.14-29 

Ponder: In our passage today Mark is reminding us of the opposition that arose against 
the message of John and Jesus. In particular, many of those with power heard the 
Gospel message with puzzlement and increased frustration. The Herod we read of here 
is the son of Herod the Great who tried to kill Jesus as a baby. It seems that scheming 
and treachery runs in the family.  
The passage actually opens after John has died, with Herod considering that Jesus is 
really John the Baptist reincarnated. 
 - Why might Herod imagine this? (see Verses 14-16)  
Herod’s fear, was that John was a reincarnation of Jesus but others saw John the baptist 
fulfilling the Old testament prophecy that Elijah would return to usher in the great day of 
the Lord. 
 - See Malachi 4.5-6 (the last words of our Old testament.) 
Tom Wright notes that this story contains the perfect combination of murder, sex and 
power that would’ve made contemporary tabloid newspapers if they existed. However, 
this story would have circulated widely, and very quickly, as juicy gossip does, and so all 
would be aware of Herod’s part in John’s death.  
Mark reports that Herod liked to hear John speaking, and that he feared him and 
protected him. Perhaps John was the only person who was truly honest with Herod 
which may have been a refreshing change. Looking at the party and all that went on, we 
might think that Herod, as he feared and listened to John, could have refused to behead 
him. 
 - Why did Herod feel in an impossible situation? (see Verses 22-28) 
What had brought John to Herod’s attention was his criticism of Herod’s marriage to his 
own brother’s wife - forbidden in Mosaic law whilst the brother is still alive. 
 - See Leviticus 18.16 & 20.21 
We might also note that Herodias is Herod the Great’s granddaughter, so she has 
managed to marry two of her uncles! It seems that cunning treachery is passed down to 
the next generation as Herodias’ daughter adds to her mother’s request with more gory 
detail about bringing the head out on dish.  
Although Herod is someone far removed from our own situation, his dilemma of 
discarding Godly truths in the face of people pressure is one that perhaps we can all 
identify with in some way. 
 - Think about a time when you found people pressure overriding a desire to obey God. 
Mark places this passage in between the sending of the twelve apostles to speak good 
news to the communities around, and then, their returning and reporting. The tension is 
palpable as we imagine the pressure of persecution the apostles may also have faced. 
 - Think about the possible costs for us as we play our part in God’s kingdom. 

Pray: Pray for those imprisoned for their faith or for seeking to speak truths to power. 
Pray for their strength and helpful support in the shape of truthful lawyers and prayerful 
churches. 
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