
Study following Sunday February 21st  

Prepare: Think about the story of Noah, What can you remember? (Genesis 6.9-7.17) 

Praise: Spend time thanking God for the community of believers of which we are part. 

Passage: Read 1 Peter 3.18-22 

Ponder: Peter’s first letter (1 Peter) was probably sent from Rome around 62-63AD. In 
it, Peter tries to encourage his readers in the face of the storms of persecution and 
suffering that are increasing around them. The recipients of this letter were small 
scattered Christian communities dotted around the middle and northern part of modern 
day Turkey. Peter himself was not in prison at this point, but a year or so later he will 
write his second letter (2 Peter) whilst imprisoned on death row. In verse 18 Peter’s 
focus is the cross and suffering Christ endured. 
 - Read 1 Peter 2.21-24 to see what Peter has already said about the cross. 
What he now adds in verse 18 is a focus on Christ, the righteous one, remaking the 
connection between us, the unrighteous, and God. The final phrase may refer to him 
being raised to life by the Holy Spirit after his death.  
The phrase in verse 19 ‘proclamation to the imprisoned spirits’ has generated much 
thought but little consensus. Two suggestions seem to be most probable, either Peter is 
referring to the unsaved spirits (human spirits) from Noah’s day, or fallen angels who 
were cast down to hell to await final judgement. Either interpretation still leaves us with 
a lot of questions and puzzlement but Tom Wright points out that it may be linked to a 
popular book of the time ‘1Enoch’. This was a book not actually written by the Enoch of 
Genesis 5 but from Enoch’s point of view. The focus of 1 Enoch is that the problems and 
troubles of the world can all be traced back to the wicked angels from Genesis 6, and 
that a great victory has been, or will be won by God over them. Peter’s point is that 
since the coming of the Messiah - Christ, these spiritual forces have been crushed and 
no longer hold the power they once held.  
 - How do you understand the difference baptism makes to a Christian? 
 - See Paul’s letter to the Romans 6.3-6 for a parallel passage focussing on baptism. 
Salvation through water is the shared theme, enabling a new connection to God and all 
through the power of Christ’s resurrection. But Peter is concerned that these small 
communities recognise that Baptism is just the start of a journey, and a declaration of 
the baptised ones as set apart. Tom Wright points out that this boundary marker will 
inevitably create a confrontation between the baptised community and the watching 
world. Peter’s encouragement is that an ongoing relationship with God brings a clear 
conscience and a recognition of God’s power shown through Christ. Baptism places us  
alongside the Messiah in his victory and as he reigns at God’s right hand. 
 - How have you noticed a confrontation between Christians and non-Christians, as 
individuals or communities? 
It may be easy to see this confrontation played out in distant countries where 
Christianity is outlawed or despised, and our hope is that the Christians involved will 
know the encouragement Peter wants them to find. Tom Wright points out that this 
principle is important for all of us to learn, to inspire us to pray for our suffering 
brothers and sisters, but also to be ready for the day we might suddenly need to know 
this ourselves. 

Pray: Pray for persecuted Christians, especially those who are isolated, estranged from 
their families and friends due to their faith in Jesus. 

Stephen Partridge 2020 with reference to ideas from ‘Early Christian Letters’ Wright (2011).


