
Study following Sunday November 22nd  

Prepare: Think about the many different people we know, and have known, how 
different they are, even those from the same family, and how they are all ‘made in God’s 
image’. 

Praise: Spend some time giving thanks to God that we live in a world of variety, 
especially seen in nature and creation. 

Passage: Read Matthew 25.31-46 

Ponder: We now come to the end of the block of teaching Matthew recounts before 
Jesus prepares for the Passover of Maundy Thursday. Jesus begins our passage using a 
phrase he often uses to describe himself ‘The Son of Man’,  drawn from Daniel 7.13-14. 
- See Matthew 8.20, 9.6, 10.23, 12.8. 
Jesus places the Son of Man on a throne, like a king, and pictures him judging all the 
people. To this Son of Man/King/Judge picture he adds Shepherd - a term used in the 
Old Testament for the leaders of Israel, not always complimentarily! 
 - See Ezekiel 34.7-10 
Jesus then mentions sheep and goats, and it seems that, for many readers, they have 
become the focus of this whole passage. The goats seem to get a rough deal but there 
is evidence that in mixed flocks the goats were so prolific that young male goats were 
culled from time to time to maintain the balance of the whole flock. Actually, the animals 
get no further mention as all attention turns to the King and his dealings with the world. 
 - How do you understand the significance of the sheep and goats? 
In verse 35 the King/Judge figure then declares that he was hungry, thirsty, a stranger 
and naked, and the ‘righteous’ served him even though they did not realise they were 
ministering to him. The king then utters a phrase that has caused much debate through 
the ages - ‘the least of these brothers and sisters of mine’.  
 - I wonder how you understand that phrase? 
It is often read that those described are the poor, but I want to suggest a more focussed 
group. To be brothers and sisters of the King, of Jesus, we need to know him and do the 
will of his Father - see Matthew 12.50. Therefore, this would imply that Jesus is 
speaking about Christians, Christians who are ill, in prison, thirsty etc.  
One implication is that we, as Christians, may face those situations too, and certainly 
those in the first century, and in other parts of the world today, would recognise those 
struggles. A further implication from this passage is that there will be blessing for those  
who give assistance to struggling Christians, even if they have not found Christ 
themselves, for they have responded unselfishly to a need and shown a heart of love.  
This helps us see that the message is not ‘do good to the poor and go to heaven’ but 
something much deeper. The works described are judged worthy because they come 
from a heart of love, and that love is from God whether it is perceived or not.  
 - See James 2.14-17 &  1 John 4.16 
Jesus, the King and Judge, commends those who have transformed hearts, and whose 
hearts have overflowed with love to others. 
 - How might this lead to us seeking to support our Christian brothers and sisters in 
difficulty, both locally and globally?  
 - How might this lead us to offer support to others and seek support for ourselves? 

Pray: Pray for all who are struggling in the ways Jesus describes, that they may find the 
sustenance they need. Pray that we would see others’ needs and respond to them. 
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