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St Mary the Virgin 

Lytchett Matravers 

Tower Captain Report 2017-2018 

 

2017 has been a very busy year for St Mary’s Lytchett Matravers.  

In February and March Debbie and Annie passed the ART Training Scheme Module 1 

Teaching Bell Handling so both felt more confident in their training of our new learners. 

Later in the year they both attended the ART Training Scheme Module 2 Teaching 

Foundation Skills course and subsequently passed in November/December so have learnt 

the skills to teach up to and including Plain Hunt. 

During the year, our Band has increased from 11 to 12 having temporarily lost 2 and gained 

3. However all our members have increased their skills with 4 achieving Level 2 and 

moving on to Level 3 and 8 achieving Level 1 and working through Level 2. We now have 4 

working towards Level 1. 

In the early part of the year we were training once a week and training/practicing on 

another day. This was hard work for Debbie and Annie but proved worthwhile in the speed 

which our learners progressed. We now only practice once a week on a Friday evening but 

it is for 2 hours so the first hour can be dedicated to new ringers and the second hour is 

now dedicated to those who can do call changes, Plain Hunt and more advanced methods 

when possible. We greatly appreciate the help given by experienced ringers coming to 

help ring round our learners and also to ring with our more advanced ringers so they can 

improve themselves. We are also indebted to the support given by Alan Bentley with our 

training both for Debbie and Annie but also supporting our learners too. We are thrilled 

that we are now able to ring for Sunday services most weeks even if it is only rounds or 

simple call changes. 

Alan has installed a simulator in the tower so when we have a long period of learning we 

are able to silence the bells. We are looking forward to investigating further how to use 

this to benefit our learning. St Mary’s would welcome any group who would like to use 

these facilities – it has already been used for several training sessions, The Youth Band and 

neighbouring towers for their learners. 

In the summer our bells had a service by Whites but we are also now looking into have 

some more major refurbishment of the bells and also a new more permanent ladder to 

access the bell chamber. 

During the year, we have formed a close-knit band with several social and training events. 

In May, we had an outing to Brownsea island where some of our ringers also ring so we 

enjoyed a great day out with a conducted tour, joint lunch and followed by ringing at the 

church. In May, we also had a morning cleaning the tower where all those who were 

available helped in the fun! In June, our novices supported each other in the Ringing 

Bonanza where we had 2 teams. They were amazing for saying how long most of them had 

been ringing and we said they were practicing for 2018! We also produced a cake and a 
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limerick for the competitions. In September, we were privileged to have the support of 

Jack Pease to organise another outing for us – this time we had a tour of Salisbury Tower 

followed by ringing in 3 churches in the Salisbury area. Again, our new ringers did really 

well trying out new bells and supporting each other in this event. In October we had a 

social event where everyone brought a plate of food to share and we had various team 

competitions and prizes. We were also entertained by Viv who had produced a little play 

which included everyone taking a part depicting the History of the bells of Rye – this 

enabled her to achieve one of the 50 ringing things. In November Cathy taught a group of 

us how to splice a rope and we were not bad at it and had fun in the process.  

Some of our band have been encouraged to do the 50 ringing Things Challenge and this has 

really opened our eyes to parts of ringing other than just turning up to practice once a 

week. Debbie has achieved Gold+; Viv and Cathy have achieved Bronze with others in the 

band also getting to grips with it. 

We have had 6 weddings this year and we would like to thank our fellow bellringers from 

other towers who supported us for these but we were also extremely pleased that Cathy – 

one of our new ringers had progressed far enough to ring for 2 of the weddings. 

Debbie (TC) was delighted to get her first Quarter Peal at St Mary’s in November to 

remember the life of her father; closely followed by her second quarter peal a week later 

at Sturminster Marshal which enabled her to achieve her ART Level 3 qualification. We 

hope to have many more Quarter Peal attempts in 2018. 

We try to support the Branch Practices when possible and again our new ringers are taking 

up the challenge to come along to ring in a different tower even if they only get a go at 

call changes – it is all great experience. 

We look forward to 2018 which will bring new challenges, successes and group 

entertainment.  

 


